
Principal’s Corner –Aug/Sept 2019   
Dear Parents and Friends of SHHS: 
 
Welcome back South Hadley Families! 
 
I hope everyone was able to enjoy a peaceful and relaxing summer break- the summer months always fly by so quickly.  I’m 
looking forward to this upcoming school year, and would like to extend a special welcome to the Class of 2023 to SHHS!  
 
We have several newcomers, which I’d like to welcome to our SHHS family: Jessica Austin (Guidance), Hannah Sawyer 
(Spanish), Chris Dragon (Vocational Carpentry), Matt Gerrity (Music), Jillian Sullivan-Dunton (Special Ed), Tim Britton 
(Special Education). The following paraprofessionals will also be joining our team: Catherine White, Artemis Tiernan, Uzma 
Asif, Hannah Murphy, and Marsela Gjylapi. All of these individuals are intelligent, kind hearted and dedicated to our 
students.  I have no doubt that they will be welcome additions to our SHHS family. Congratulations to Eric Castonguay on 
becoming the Athletic Director, as well.  
 
The student drop off becomes more efficient every year.  Please be sure to “pull up” your vehicles as far as possible in the parking 
lot in order to allow others to park behind you.  Parents who head South on Route 116 drop their students off in the student parking 
lot to the right; parents who head North on Route 116 drop their students off in the main parking lot.  Signs out front will remind 
parents of the drop off areas, and administrators will stand outside for the first few days helping to direct traffic.  
 
An annual headache is the student parking lot. The Student Council would like to try a numbered parking lot in the lower student 
lot and has worked closely with administration to trouble shoot potential issues. Students will be assigned specific spots and 
parking tags will match the designated spots. Students will not be charged to park in the upper lot. Designated spots will be 
assigned on a first come, first served basis. 
 
As we begin the new school year, I’d like to share our school goals with you.  As we continue to build our Carpentry, Culinary and 
Hospitality Management vocational programs at SHHS, we will explore the viability of other vocational programs, such as 
Environmental Sustainability to further engage students. We will focus professional development on diversity (such as socio-
economic, LGBTQ, cultural proficiency and abilism) while we continue to teach resiliency. Other goals include technology 
integration, designing interdisciplinary courses, and aligning the school’s vision with various assessment practices and increased 
student engagement. Teachers will have Common Planning Time for the first time, and are excited to develop interdisciplinary 
units and common assessments while collaborating with their peers. 
 
In our continuing effort to increase communication at SHHS, I will be using Twitter (@DianaBonneville) to periodically tweet 
updates about events and important information, as well as include some action shots of our students.  To receive these messages 
automatically on your computer or web enabled mobile phone, sign up for a twitter account. This only takes two minutes, and is an 
easy way to stay in the loop! Replies to any announcements via Twitter are viewed solely by the principal with no guarantee of 
response.  If you are in need of communicating with an administrator, please continue to use school email or the phone. 
 
Countless students exceeded our attendance policy (12 absences per year), which impacts students’ graduation requirements and 
credits. A reminder that three tardies = one absence, which can add up quickly! Please encourage your students to be in class on 
time- that includes morning announcements. Since attendance notifications occur every 23 days either through midterm progress 
reports or quarterly report cards, attendance and tardy letters are not sent home. Parents and students can get PowerSchool 
notifications on their phones, informing them of daily attendance, tardies and grade changes. We strongly encourage everyone to 
utilize this valuable tool. If you have any PowerSchool login questions, please contact Assistant Principal Pat Lemieux.  
 
Our High School’s Open House is scheduled for Thursday, September 19th from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  This evening is designed to 
give parents an opportunity to meet with our teachers and learn about our specific course expectations.   Included in this newsletter, 
you will find an Open House Student Schedule Form that you and your son/daughter should fill out together a day or two before 
attending the Open House.  On this form there is space to record the schedule of classes, room locations, and teachers that you will 
need to follow during the evening. On the back of the form is a map of our school.  We plan to start the evening with a brief 
presentation in the auditorium and then have parents follow their student’s class schedule for an abbreviated school day. Please 
mark your calendar for this very important date.  We encourage parents, community members and students to come show their 
support for SHHS by meeting our teachers and learning about classroom practices.  
 
Over the past few years, changes have occurred to our graduation ceremony involving the color of the robes, student participation 
in the program, and graduation date. Due to cost, we are no longer able to offer a rain date for graduation. Therefore, rain or shine 
graduation will occur on Friday, June 5th at 6pm. We will have to decide early that day if we plan to hold the ceremony 
indoors at MHC or outdoors in their amphitheater, and we will spread the word as soon as a decision has been made. 
 
 



Who doesn't love to show school spirit by wearing Tiger apparel?  Our school store, “The Paw” is up and running with the 
assistance of  our Student Council and Mrs. Foley, and is located near the cafeteria.  School sweatshirts, t-shirts, shorts, etc. are 
available. Items can also be ordered through our website and make terrific birthday presents or holiday gifts! They plan to open 
before school every morning to be able to offer refreshments to students and faculty, which is greatly appreciated. 
 
We are always interested in any suggestions or concerns you may have.  Please feel free to email or call me or our Assistant 
Principal Pat Lemieux at any time:  
dbonneville@shschools.com  
538-5063 ext. 3701 
 
plemieux@shschools.com  
538-5063 ext. 3702 
 
Best wishes for a successful 2019-2020 school year! 
Respectfully, 
Dr. Diana Bonneville 
Principal 

*       *       *       *       * 
Contacting Us 

Enclosed in this newsletter is a list of staff members with their school e-mail addresses.  We encourage you to keep this list handy 
so you can contact us with any questions you may have.  
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